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This morning we conclude our Christmas series called The Newborn King that has been drawn 

from the theologically rich Christmas carol, Hark! The Herald Angels Sing.  I have one more 

Messianic title used in that song to share with you today.   

 

As we set in this morning, I want to draw your attention to one of the pet peeves of Charles 

Wesley.  Wesley wrote this song, Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, along with a great many other 

songs that we sing together here at Bethel Grace. 

 

John Wesley had something that quite frankly drove him nuts, and hated when it happened.  

What Wesley could not stand was when people altered the lyrics that he wrote, or in his 

language, Please don’t mend what is written.  If you want to sing it, just sing it.  If you want to 

add a suggestion, don’t redo the entire song, but write it in the margin in your own hymn book. 

 

Wesley did not like people changing his lyrics!  So, I think it would be much to the shagreen of 

this brother in Christ to learn that his song has been titled and so frequently sung as: 

 

Hark! the herald angels sing; 

“Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

Because those are not the lyrics that Wesley wrote.  He wrote: 

 

Hark!  how all the welkin rings, 

“Glory to the King of Kings.” 
 

Those are his lyrics.  The song was inspired as Wesley was walking to church one Christmas 

morning through the streets of London and heard church bells ringing out everywhere to 

recognize and glorify the birth of Christ the King.   

 

That made Wesley’s heart sing and he recognized that not only do church bells ring, but all of 

God’s creation rings.  That is what welkin means.  Based on that, he wrote: 

 

Hark!  how all the welkin rings, 

“Glory to the King of Kings.” 
 

Every now and then when we sing this song, I’m up here by myself singing those lyrics because 

I appreciate my brother Charles Wesley, who I am going to meet someday. 
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The lyrics got changed when a colleague and friend of his, a man by the name of George 

Whitefield—another revival preacher—made the song a bit more about Christmas.  In his book 

of hymns, Whitefield wrote it out as: 

 

Hark! the herald angels sing; 

“Glory to the newborn King!” 
 

Thus, we have the song we have today. 

 

I bring Wesley’s pet peeve up because there is another alteration in those lyrics that happens all 

the time.  Every time I see it, I get a little upset because that is not the right lyric.  So many 

people find it irresistible to change one letter of the alphabet in that song. 

 

To let you know what it is, notice the title of this morning’s sermon that is taken from the song, 

Hail, the Sun of Righteousness.  It is not the Son of Righteousness.  Let me spell it out for you.  

The lyric is not the Son of Righteousness.  It is the Sun of Righteousness. 

 

Sun of Righteousness is what Wesley wrote and that is what is printed in our hymn book.  I want 

you to turn your Sermon Sheet over and look at the third stanza of this song.  This is a glorious 

lyric.   

 

Hail the Heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 

Hail the Sun of Righteousness! 

Light and life to all He brings 

Ris’n with healing in His wings 

Mild He lays His glory by 

Born that man no more may die 

Born to raise the sons of earth 

Born to give them second birth 

Hark!  how all the welkin rings, 

“Glory to the King of Kings.” 
 

It is the Sun of Righteousness, but so many people find it is irresistible not to alter it to the Son 

of Righteousness, because that is more familiar to us.  And Jesus is the Son of God and He is the 

Righteous One. 

 

He is the One who lived a perfect and holy and stainless and sinless life of righteousness for our 

sake in our stead, that He might impute righteousness to those who trust in Him, to everyone 

who humbles themselves before Christ and says:  I’m a sinner and I need forgiveness.  I need 

your salvation.  Then, not only does He take sin away, but He clothes us in the garment of His 

righteousness.   

 

So, it is understandable that, while we being a good reformation church that prizes the doctrine 

of justification by grace alone through faith alone, we might think of Him as the Son of 

Righteousness.  But this lyric was not written from the doctrine of justification by faith, with 

which Wesley preached and believed.   
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Rather, this lyric was written based on Messianic prophecy of the Great Day of the Lord, the 

Everlasting Golden Age of the Messiah’s reign that will come upon the darkness of this fallen 

world like the rising of the glorious sun.  That is what is being pictured in the prophecy that 

Wesley drew from. 

 

To see this, I want you to join me in Malachi Chapters 3 and 4.  As we enter in to the scene of 

this text, we go in to a dilologue taking place between God and His people.  A great many of the 

people were frustrated by the age-old problem of the prosperity of the wicked—why is it that 

there are so many dirty, rotten scoundrels who not only get away with their manipulation and 

abuses, but they seem to be prospering while they are doing it.   

 

That has driven a great number of Godly people nuts.  That’s what is going on in the text of this 

passage of Scripture.  Some of the people of Israel were just fed up with it and it came out in a 

sour way.  Others humbled themselves before the awesome wisdom of the Lord who does what 

He is going to do in His time and in His way. 

 

To all this, God addressed both attitudes and perspectives.  Then that issued forth in this 

prophecy of the coming Day of the Lord, and He assured us that nobody will get away with 

anything.  It is going to be a day of judgement and it is going to be a day of liberation for the 

people of God.  That is going to be awesome. 

 

Malachi 4:2 is the verse of particular interest, as far as the Sun of Righteousness goes.   

However, we want to get the context here by entering in to the story.  So, we start this segment 

of Malachi in Verse 13 of Chapter 3: 

 
13

”Your words have been hard against me, says the LORD.  But you say, ‘How have 

we spoken against you?’ 
14

You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God.  What is the profit 

of our keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before the LORD of hosts?  
15

And now we call the arrogant blessed.  Evildoers not only prosper but they put 

God to the test and they escape.’” 
16

Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another.  The LORD paid 

attention and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before him of 

those who feared the LORD and esteemed his name.  
17

”They shall be mine, says the 

LORD of hosts, in the day when I make up my treasured possession, and I will spare 

them as a man spares his son who serves him.  
18

Then once more you shall see the 

distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and 

one who does not serve him. 

4”For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all 

evildoers will be stubble.  The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the 

LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch.  
2
But for you who 

fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings.  You shall 

go out leaping like calves from the stall.  
3
And you shall tread down the wicked, for 

they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the LORD 

of hosts.   
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4
”Remember the law of my servant Moses, the statutes and rules that I commanded 

him at Horeb for all Israel. 
5
”Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the great and awesome day of 

the LORD comes.  
6
And he will turn the hearts of fathers to their children and the 

heats of children to their fathers, lest I come and strike the land with a decree of 

utter destruction.” 
 

We have the final Old Testaments words of the Lord to the people of God throughout Israel.  

After this, there would be the so-called four-hundred years of prophetic silence.  Those four-

hundred years would finally be broken when the angel Gabriel appeared to the priest Zechariah 

saying, You and your wife in your old age are going to have a baby. 

 

Gabriel was talking about John the Baptist who would be the Elijah-like forerunner to the 

Messiah when Jesus who came into the world the first time, and who is going to return to this 

world powerfully a second time 

 

As we think about what is here, our attention is on the rising of the Sun of Righteousness which 

depicts the Messiah and the Great Day of the Lord that He is going to bring to culmination the 

history of the earth and to usher in the Everlasting Kingdom of God.  This day is going to be 

initiated by the glorious and majestic return of the Lord Jesus Christ.  This is the day when all 

wrong will fail and the right will prevail.   

 

As we read through what is written here, we see that the Lord gives that imagery of the rising of 

the Sun to console the hearts of those who were troubled over the issue of the prosperity of 

mockers, scoffers and evil doers in this dark and fallen world that we live in. 

 

In this text, we enter in to the dialogue and interaction that took place.  We hear the echoes of the 

people who were frustrated and sour.  We hear the voices of those who were humbling 

themselves under the wisdom of God.  We hear the voice of the Lord addressing them both, 

pointing to the coming day. 

 

The Lord was listening in and He spoke to both camps of people.  We get to listen in now as He 

addresses them.  Somebody might read this and ask, What do you mean that the Lord is listening 

in to all the things that they said to one another?  Isn’t that eavesdropping? Isn’t eavesdropping 

wrong?   

 

Yes, it is wrong for you to listen in secretly to the private conversations of other people.  You 

should not do that.  You should not go around reading people’s emails or other documents.  But 

this is the Living God, the Lord of all creation; the omniscient One, the omnipresent One, the 

One that sees all, the One that knows all, and who has made it crystal clear to any person that 

will hear that He knows every word that is spoken in every private conversation.   

 

The Lord has let it be known that He hears it all.  It was for all our benefit that David wrote in 

Psalm 139 in Verse 1 and Verse 4: 

 
1
O Lord, you have searched me and known me! 
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4
Even before a word is on my tongue, 

behold, O LORD, you know it altogether 
 

Jesus went on to reveal in Matthew Chapter 12 and Verse 36 and 37: 

 
36

I tell you, on the day of judgment people will give account for every careless word 

they speak  
37

for by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be 

condemned.” 
 

Every conversation that you ever have with anyone anywhere, the Lord is a part of that 

conversation.  So, is it eavesdropping if somebody is in a corner and I pop in and say, Hey, guys, 

I’m listening to everything you say.  Go on!  Is that eavesdropping?  No!   

 

Likewise, the Lord makes it known in His Word that He hears it all; He considers it all; He 

weighs it all.  Jesus is saying that we must those who ask the Lord to make our hearts pure so 

that our speech will be pure as well.  The Lord hears it all. 

 

Once again, we have in this passage people dealing with the frustration of evil people prospering.  

Christians today see it too.  We want our sin and all other sin to be conquered but we wonder 

why there are late night T.V. comedians who advance evil and mock our God, but they are 

driving around in their Rolls Royce’s and living in their mansions.  That’s frustrating.  Why 

should it be that way? 

 

That is what they were dealing with and the Lord spoke in to that situation.  To help us to pursue 

godliness of heart and speech as we get confronted with that issue, we listen in to what God said 

to these different groups of people. 

 

First, in this text we see the Lord’s Word to the grumblers, because that was what they were 

doing.  Then we see the Lord’s Word to the humble.  Most of this passage is the Lord’s Word to 

the humble.  That is where we will spend most of our time.   

 

But let’s also notice: 

 

1. God’s Word to the grumbler. (3:13-15) 

 

Once again, Verses 13 through 15.  God said to people in Israel: 

 
13

”Your words have been hard against me, says the LORD.  But you say, ‘How have 

we spoken against you?’ 
14

You have said, ‘It is vain to serve God.  What is the profit 

of our keeping his charge or of walking as in mourning before the LORD of hosts?  
15

And now we call the arrogant blessed.  Evildoers not only prosper but they put 

God to the test and they escape.’” 
 

We must understand that there is a snippy, sour, and sarcastic attitude that underlies those words 

that we just read.  There are people that are dealing with this and wonder what the point is of 
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serving God.  What’s the point of obeying His Word?  What’s the point in going around showing 

remorse for our transgression, because we see people living the good and high life and they are 

the ones that are blessed?  Maybe there will be a new beatitude:  Blessed are the wicked, for they 

shall be the ones who get rich and prosper. 

 

That is the spirit that is in the passage.  The Lord hears it and is aware of it.  The Lord spoke up 

to His people and said, Your words are hard against me.  Whoa!  That might be something that 

might be paraphrased from the Lord like, What are you saying? 

 

We read this and must take it to heart.  The people of God must understand that in our vexation 

with some of the things that happen in this world, that we not cross certain lines.  That we not 

lose the fear of the Lord in our attitudes and in our speech. 

 

It is one thing to get frustrated and be pained and to experience grief when we see mean people 

seemingly get away with mean things; when we see impure and base things that are perpetuated 

as that which is funny and light; when we see people who perpetuate these impurities prospering 

and we are trying to fight the good fight and honor the Lord with our behavior.  This can really 

frustrate the heart. 

 

That’s okay.  We can take those frustrations to the Lord and tell Him that it pains us to see some 

of the things that happen in this world.  But are we crossing a certain line that shakes the fists at 

God, asking Him what is the point of it all when we see people getting away with evil?  They 

seem to be doing so well, but we are struggling. 

 

When we start getting angry with a sour and nasty attitude toward God, we need to ask the Lord 

for help and to stop us.  Tell the Lord, Sometimes my heart is pained by the things that I see in 

this world, but Lord, help me so that I cry out to you and I don’t shout to you in an expression of 

anger toward You. 

 

Getting angry at God is the lack of the fear of the Lord, and that’s what the Lord addressed here 

in this text.  So, we need to guard our hearts by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Take this to heart.  

That is God’s Word to the grumblers as we see here in this text.   

 

But, praise God, we also see: 

 

2. God’s Word to the humble.  (3:16-4:3) 

 

This helps us as we deal with struggles in this world too.  Look at what God has to say to those 

who continue to fear Him and trust Him even in the midst of things that are cringe-worthy in 

their hearts and things they don’t understand that are still taking place.   

 

Let’s look at God’s Word to the humble.  Verse 16: 

 
16

Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another.  The LORD paid 

attention and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before him of 

those who feared the LORD and esteemed his name.  
17

”They shall be mine, says the 
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LORD of hosts, in the day when I make up my treasured possession, and I will spare 

them as a man spares his son who serves him.  
18

Then once more you shall see the 

distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and 

one who does not serve him. 
 

That is so amazing, and it tells us that God is listening carefully and He hears the speech and the 

interaction of those who are pursuing a humble spirit in the midst of the hardships of this world.  

This is pleasing to God. 

 

This passage says that God hears His people speaking.  We don’t know exactly what they were 

saying, but it says they esteem His Name.  That means that they were honoring who they knew 

Him to be.   

 

They might be saying something like,  I don’t understand why things are playing out the way 

they are, but I know who God is.  I know what He has done.  I know that He has been faithful.  I 

know that His steadfast love never comes an end, and whatever happens, and He allows, He is 

God is going to see me through.  He is going to be glorified in the end. 

 

This is the kind of language that esteems the Name and character of God.  So, maybe those are 

the kinds of things that were being said as they were building each other up and interacting with 

each other and helping each other to be those who conduct themselves with godliness in the 

middle of the frustration. 

 

God heard all of this and took it all in, and somehow in Heaven He said to get a book to write 

down a book of remberance of this.  That is how pleasing it is to the Lord.  I’ve taken up 

journaling over the past years.  I think this is such a beneficial exercise in discipline. 

 

I am not a full-on and prolific journal writer, where I write every single day.  But I do it 

regularly.  Whenever there is something new that I am learning, I write it down.  Whenever there 

is something that I’m challenged by, I write down.  Whenever I need to lift up a prayer, I 

sometimes write it down. 

 

Often, peppered into my journal, there are things that my boys have done that I want to hold 

onto, things that are indicative of some kind of growth that is occurring in theirs lives or 

something new or something they have said—sometimes funny or silly things—other times 

things that I’m so thankful for.  I will express this to God and write it down, because I tend to 

forget things and I don’t want to lose those things. 

 

Here we have God our Father with His book of remembrance and, brothers and sisters, that book 

of remembrance is not for His sake.  He is omniscient.  He remembers everything, but He puts 

this picture before us to let us know that it is precious in His heart and in His sight when His 

people pursue the kind of purity of heart and mind that issues forth in purity of speech. 

 

The Lord loves it.  The Lord is pleased by it.  It is my prayer that just the knowledge of bringing 

such pleasure to God would inspire us to say that we want to be such people being sanctified in 

our attitudes and in how we speech, even when it is hard.  May the Holy Spirit be active in us 
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triggering these desires.  We want to be those who represent the King of kings by how we talk 

and by the attitudes that we put forth. 

 

We continue in God’s Word to the humble and what becomes very interesting to me is that God 

started by talking about them, then He began talking to them.  God began like He was enthroned 

in Heaven saying what He sees is wonderful and talking about them, requesting a book to record 

those things. 

 

Then God began talking to them through His prophet Malachi.  God assured them that He sees 

the evil in this world; that there will be a day of reckoning for those who persist in rebellion; that 

there will be a day of relief and great joy for those who walk with the Lord. 

 

Let’s go through this passage again.  I want you to see the shift, how God goes from talking 

about the people and begins talking to them.  Verse 16: 

 
16

Then those who feared the LORD spoke with one another.  The LORD paid 

attention and heard them, and a book of remembrance was written before him of 

those who feared the LORD and esteemed his name.  
17

”They shall be mine, says the 

LORD of hosts, in the day when I make up my treasured possession, and I will spare 

them as a man spares his son who serves him.  
18

Then once more you shall see the 

distinction between the righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and 

one who does not serve him. 

4”For behold, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all 

evildoers will be stubble.  The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the 

LORD of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch.  
2
But for you who 

fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings.  You shall 

go out leaping like calves from the stall.  
3
And you shall tread down the wicked, for 

they will be ashes under the soles of your feet, on the day when I act, says the LORD 

of hosts.   
 

I wonder if anybody hears the Lord talking to you, the person sitting in your seat about what He 

will do because He wants everybody to know that nobody who does evil is getting away with 

any of it. 

 

Judgement will fall upon those who persist in unbroken sin without turning to the Lord in 

humble faith.  Great blessing is going to be unleashed for those who humbly tells the Lord that 

they are a sinner in need of salvation. 

 

So, we read of this day that is coming—the Day of the Lord—it will bring light.  It will bring 

heat.  For some people, it is going to be a time of judgment.  For others, it will be a time of great, 

great unimaginable blessing.   

 

Then God through Malachi began speaking of the judgement to come.  In Verse 1, this Day of 

the Lord—which comes with the Second Coming of the Messiah, Jesus Christ the King of kings 

and the Lord of lords.  This appearance of God is going to be like a preheated oven that is going 

to consume unbelievers in flames. 
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Evil doers, unrepentant sinners, they are described as chaff, the leftover part of the wheat that is 

consumed instantly by the fire.  They are going to be judged.  They are going to undergo the 

burning of God’s judgment.  To get the point across, they will not be here on God’s renewed 

earth in His Everlasting Kingdom.   

 

This passage then goes to another picture of a tree.  Both root and branch will be destroyed.  

Nothing of them will be left here to ever bring sin or wickedness upon God’s creation again.  

God is going to bring His judgment on the evil and atrocities that take place in this world, to the 

sinful things that don’t even anger us because we are so numb to it all.  This judgment is depicted 

as fire.   

 

There is a place called hell.  To anybody listening to this message in this room, or on-line, if you 

don’t know Jesus, you are going to hell.  That’s is not Jeff Saltzmann talking, that is the Bible 

telling you about what is to come. 

 

Hell is described all throughout the Gospels in the teaching of Christ.  It is described as the lake 

of fire in the book of Revelation.  If you don’t enter in to Christ by grace through faith, when you 

die the game is up.  You are going to go to the place where people are held accountable for their 

sin.  You will go to hell. 

 

In our day, it is very impolite for me to say something like that.  Even in most church buildings, 

pastors get in trouble for saying that kind of thing.  But it is the truth of God and we need to say 

it much more often than we do. 

 

Repent!  Turn to Jesus.  Some people say that this is the God of the Old Testament; that the God 

of the Old Testament was vengeful and wrathful; but the God of the New Testament is so full of 

grace and love.  No, it is the same God. 

 

The One God who is described in the Old and New Testament is filled with holiness and 

righteousness.  He hates sin.  He will judge sin.  He is full of grace.  He is full of love.  He is full 

of mercy.  That is why Jesus wore that crown of thrones and experienced even worse.  He took 

the judgment that our sin deserves. 

 

If you think that the issue of burning judgment is just an Old Testament concept, listen to how 

John the Baptist in the New Testament introduced it in Luke Chapter 2 and Verse 16: 

 
16

John answered them all, saying, “I baptize you with water, but he who is mightier 

than I is coming, ‘the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to untied.  He will 

baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.  
17

His winnowing fork is in his hand, to 

clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his barn, but the chaff he will 

burn with unquenchable fire.   

 

That is what Jesus will do.  Praise God that He is gentle Jesus, meek and mild.  But you better 

understand that He is righteous Jesus, bold and strong.  He will judge sin.  Nobody is going to 

get away with anything. 
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I’ve done a lot of evil, and a lot of sin.  I have had so much impurity in my life and heart.  What 

about that sin?  Does it just get cleared away?  No!  It was imputed to Christ on the cross and He 

suffered for it, so that God’s righteousness might be satisfied and that I might be set free; that 

God the Spirit might enter in to me and make me new, so that I am not going to be a person that 

keeps on sinning because God is gracious.  Instead, there will be a real battle against sin, because 

I want to grow in holiness.  That is the Christian experience.  God makes us knew.   

 

I pray for everybody here, especially anybody who has not come to faith in Jesus Christ.  It is my 

prayer that God’s grace will do two things in your heart.  I pray that by His grace, your heart will 

be taught to fear, because the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom. 

 

You need to fear the judgment that is sure to come as described in Holy Scripture.  I pray that 

grace will teach your heart to fear and grace your fear will relieve as you see the great gift of the 

Messiah, who came into the world to save sinners. 

 

When we look at imagery like this, we understand how serious that word salvation is.  It is 

deliverance from great peril.  And Jesus, our heroic Savior and Mighty God, came to experience 

this judgment in our stead that we might be set free. 

 

I praise God that as fearsome as that imagery is, it gets so, so happy here in this text.  It is so 

uplifting.  It is full of joy that cannot be contained as Malachi kept speaking to the humble about 

what is to come with the Messiah’s return. 

 

Malachi Chapter 4 and Verse 2 is so good!  It is a verse that I think is now one of my favorites.  

Look at what is depicted here.  Not only will the return of the Messiah be judgment for the 

unrepentant sinner, but it is going to be the gentle warmth of the rising sun for those who humble 

themselves in to the care of God. 

 

Verse 2: 

 
2
But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its 

wings.  You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 

 

I look at those two sentences and I see two experiences that are going to take place for the people 

of God when the Kingdom of Jesus rises like the sun.  There will be two experiences for the 

people of God. 

 

First, there is going to be the experience of perfect healing.  That is what the Word of God says.   

 
2
…the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its wings. 

 

I was thinking about this text and I remembered the granddaughter of a precious couple here at 

our church.  She was on our Body Life Sheet for so long because she was sick.  She was drained.  

Her energy was zapped.  She could not gather what it took just to get up daily.   
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The doctors tried to figure out what was wrong and to treat her.  Eventually, it was discerned that 

it was a vitamin D deficiency and she just needed more time in the sun.  As this girl got more 

time out in the sun, all her energy gradually started coming back.   She was then bounding with 

strength and energy once again.   

 

This verse says that the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings.  The good and the 

right are going to pervade God’s New Creation like the sunlight pervades Southern California.  It 

is going to be God’s goodness everywhere without exception.   

 

This is going to bring perfect healing—moral healing, spiritual healing, emotional healing, 

relational healing—and yes, physical healing too!  It is going to be a time where we are totally 

healed.  In the Everlasting Kingdom of God, there will be no more hospitals.  No more Tylenol, 

Xanax or Prozac.  There will be no morphine.   

 

There will be no more chemotherapy.  No more physical therapy.  No more stents.  No more 

heart surgeries.  No more back surgeries.  No more surgeries of any kind, because we are going 

to be in everlasting and indestructible bodies, the kind that King Jesus has.   

 

The sun is going to rise with the experience of perfect healing and with that, the experience of 

joyful freedom.  This is depicted in the second sentence of Verse 2.  The first sentence says: 

 
2
But for you who fear my name, the sun of righteousness shall rise with healing in its 

wings. 
 

Then what?   

 
2
…You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 

 

We don’t see very many calves coming out of stalls.  I was thinking a more familiar picture for 

us might be that not of a cat, but of a dog.  What happens when you come home, or it is time to 

take the dog for a walk? 

 

If it’s a healthy dog, that dog’s whole backside is going to be wagging so much.  He will be 

leaping and jumping and happy, happy, happy.  Isn’t that a wonderful thing?  We have a black 

lab-German shepherd mix.  She is just a psycho dog.  She barely trusts anyone.  There are a very 

few people in her inner circle.  But for those who are in her inner circle, I think she can smell 

them coming from fifty feet away.  She starts going bonkers, jumping and whimpering.  

 

 Lydie-Lou, she knows several English words.  One word she knows is treat.  When you say 

treat, she could be way off in the other side of the house and you hear her dog paws clicking 

across the floor.  Her ears are forward, and she is very eager and happy. 

 

She knows the word walk.  You say walk and she is happy.  When we say, Lydie walk, she 

knows that it will be a brisk and obedient walk with her by my side.  It’s a brisk walk by my side 

in obedience and walking in a proper way.   
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However, when we say sniff, Lydie know that she gets to go out and be freer, sniffing anything 

she wants like trees and fences and bushes.  Even last night, I said, Lydie, go sniff?  And her ears 

went forward, and she was running around so happy.  As I was getting my coat on, Lydie jumped 

on the love seat.  Then out of nowhere, she sprung from the love seat and over the arm of a chair 

and on to the floor with a joyful leap! 

 

That is the picture that is presented for us here.  That’s kind of like the experience of the people 

of God in the Kingdom of Christ.   

 
2
…You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall. 

 

A stall is the place of confinement.  It is not just that the calf will be released from the stall and 

mosey out, but what is it going to do?  It’s going to leap with glee.  That is a happy little calf.  

That’s what is depicted for us here.  We are going to spring forth.  It is going to be joyful 

freedom in the Kingdom of the Messiah.  This is what we have to look forward to. 

 

I look at this text, and think about how there are a lot of brothers and sisters in Christ who are so 

reserved and proper, especially in Baptist circles.  But there is just going to be unrestrained 

leaping joy in the Kingdom of Jesus Christ.   

 

Even for all you good old conservative Baptists, there is a calf in you and you are going to jump, 

and Jesus is going lead us running through the fields of His Kingdom.  That is the kind of thing 

that is being depicted here.  So, it is okay to loosen up a little bit folks.  Rejoice in the Lord!  Be 

happy in God.   

 

Two brief closing points:  To anyone who knows what it is to experience sour hearts that comes 

out in speech and in other ways, your heart can change.  Do you want your heart to change, or do 

you want to wallow in bitterness?  Your heart can change. 

 

I think here in this text there is a picture of such change that the Lord brings.  In Verses 13 

through 15, we have the sour people grumbling, and being sarcastic and snippy in God’s sight.  

But there seems to be sequence when we go from Verse 13 to 16.  Reading the commentaries, it 

appears that these are some of the same people. 

 

In Verses 13 through 15 we see the resentment that was expressed verbally.  But then in Verse 

16, those who feared the Lord spoke with one another.  Then the Lord paid attention and heard 

them, and a book of remembrance was written.  It seems to be that some of those people that 

were so sour, and upon hearing the Lord address their heart issues, their hearts then changed, and 

they began to fear the Lord. 

 

The Lord listened carefully as their verbal expressions indicated repentance, and then God said 

He would spare them like the sun.  There is a picture of heart change here.  I pray that you, like 

me as a young college man sitting in these pews would pray: 

 

Change my heart Oh God, make it ever true 

Change my heart Oh God, may I be like You 
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You are the Potter, I am the clay 

Mold me and make me, this is what I pray 
 

That turned me from a lukewarm and disinterested young man to somebody I believe God began 

giving a new love for the things of the Lord, for the people of the Lord, and for the Lord 

Himself.  You pray that prayer, because change can happen. 

 

The second point is that it is not in vain to serve the Lord, even in the midst of the fallenness and 

the darkness of this world.  The people in our text were saying that it was vain and empty and 

pointless as they looked at the people who prospered.  It is vain to serve the Lord. 

 

No, it is not!  We have a picture from Paul of how it is not.  This is how Paul closed his great 

chapter on resurrection.  I Corinthians 15:58: 

 
58

Therefore, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the 

work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain. 

 

Let’s pray. 

 

 


